Gold(l)-Catalyzed Dimerization of Ynamides®
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Ynamides are easy to access and have become important substrates in a variety of organic reactions.” The
inherent polarization of the triple bond increases its reactivity and allows for highly regioselective
transformations.’

We have recently shown that in the presence of a gold(l) catalyst the ynamides can play the role of both
the nucleophile and the electrophile in homodimerizations leading to non-symmetric products. This
intermolecular alkyne dimerization goes through a common keteniminium intermediate which can further
evolve to a variety of cyclic and acyclic products.
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